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A CALL FROM TURKISH POETS TO
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA:

‘ ‘ Apologize to the peOple It seems that you consider an enemy every
Of Eastern TU rkeStan and neighbor that you cannot conquer or

" f h . t d t assimilate. First you wanted to possess the
all or numanity aue 1o lands of the Uyghur Turks in 711, yet you did

your actions incom patlble not succeed. Many years have passed, but
with human d|gn|ty| , , never did you abandon your ambition.

In 1949, you occupied Eastern Turkestan. Over years of occupation, you ran an oppressive regime
with inhumane policies. You encouraged the Han Chinese to migrate to Eastern Turkestan as a way
of assimilating the Uyghur population, all while killing more than half a million people, confiscating
the properties of mosques and religious institutions, and banning education, books, and music in
the Uyghur language.

In 2016, you escalated this oppression to the level of sheer nightmare for the Muslim peoples of the
region, undertaking an “ethnic and cultural genocide” in Eastern Turkestan. You went to great
lengths to “Sinicize” Uyghur, Kazakh, and Uzbek Muslims. The intelligentsia were imprisoned,
people were subjected to forced displacement, sacred values were trampled upon, and places of
worship were destroyed. You regarded as crimes conducting a traditional funeral, having more
children, and not attending “mandatory propaganda courses.” You stood against humanity and
maintained your cruelty despite the proof and condemnation by international organizations of your
secret detention centers in which you imprisoned millions of Uyghur Turks.

We question and warn the nations that have remained silent in the face of this oppression in
Eastern Turkestan, and the organizations attached to the United Nations, and the global human
rights organizations controlled by the Chinese lobby:

Is it possible to remain silent in the face of such flagrant violations of the human rights people
were born with and struggled for? Unless the heartbreaking cry of Eastern Turkestan is heard,
can humanity rise from where it has fallen?

We the poets assert our voice by saying “no, never!”

Let it not be forgotten: where there are people, there is poetry, and poetry speaks for human values
regardless of religion, language, race, class, or gender. We, the poets, have never lost our faith in
the power of poetry to stand against oppression. Poetry must always be more awake, more vigilant
than anything else. Poetry responds more quickly than anyone to wherever people are oppressed,
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subjected to violence, face-to-face with death. Poetry calls on humanity to stand up, to be on the
side of rights and justice and people who are oppressed and wronged. For Eastern Turkestan,
where you have tried to destroy innocence itself, we call on you, the People’s Republic of China:
abandon this “Chinese torture” you are inflicting on innocent men, women, children, even babies!
Cease this genocide without any delay.

Apologize to the people of Eastern Turkestan and all people whose rights you have abused without
regard for human dignity.

Do not forget that the sky is at an equal distance for everyone. We all look at the same sky, and
your crimes fill the sky. You must know very well that if the pains you caused the Uyghurs were to
be written on paper (invented by your ancestors), all the paper and ink in the world would not
suffice.

It is now in your hands, whether or not you wish to remain a disgrace in the book of humanity,
that great text written letter by letter.

Return to that great wisdom that invented the kite. Only then can we write together poems of
brotherhood under blue skies! Let us read together with our children poems of brotherhood,
peace, and goodness, gazing upon blue skies in which kites fly in freedom...

Poets From Turkey Call For Global Solidarity With Eastern Turkestan

Mustafa Akar, Hasan Akay, Gokhan Akgicek, Hiseyin Akin, Yusuf Alper, Glinel Altintas, Zeynep Arkan,
Gokhan Arslan, Bahtiyar Aslan, Arif Ay, Mehmet Ayci, Ali Aycil, Mustafa Aydogan, Nihat Hayri Azamat,
Alaettin Bahgekapil, Mehmet Bas, Atif Bedir, Yasar Bedri, Stireyya Berfe, Kamil Esfak Berki, Seref Bilsel,
Abdllkadir Budak, Ridvan Canim, Veysel Colak, imdat Demir, ihsan Deniz, Nurettin Durman,

Yusuf Dursun, Bettil Diinder, Ahmet Efe, Mustafa Baki Efe,Ali Emre, Omer Erdem, Haydar Ergiilen,
Siddik Ertas, Mehmet Ocaktan, Mustafa Okkes Evren, Nurullah Geng, Cagn Giirel, Hakan Giizeldere,
Guilseli inal, Adil izci, Arife Kalender, Esref Karadag, Mustehir Karakaya, ismail Karakurt, Hidayet Karakus,
Mualla Katip, Hiseyin Kaya, Bilal Kemikli, Cem Kertis, Hakan Keysan, Hicabi Kirlangig, Cahit Koytak,
Mustafa K&z, Sakir Kurtulmus, Muhsin Macit, Ahmet Mercan, Salih Mercanoglu, Mehmet Narli,

Sadi Oguzhan, Cengizhan Orakgi, Mustafa Ozcelik, Adnan Ozer, Nazim Payam, Kenan Sanalioglu,
Melek Ozlem Sezer, Murat Soyak, Ozlem Maya Kilincarslan (Sézbilir), Muhsin ilyas Subasi, Esat Senyuva,
Tacettin Simsek, Mustafa Ruhi Sirin, Ramazan Teknikel, Orhan Tepebas, Adem Turan, Engin Turgut,
Serkan Turk, Mustafa Ugurum, Nurgl Ulu, A. Ali Ural, Ozcan Unli, Atakan Yavuz, Bestami Yazgan,
Mavisel Yener, Ahmethan Yilmaz, H. Salih Zengin, Mevlana idris Zengin.
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