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Press Release July 8, 2021

A CALL FROM TURKISH POETS TO
THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA:

‘ ‘Apologize to the people A Call from Turkish Poets for
of Eastern Turkestan and World Solidarity with Eastern

all of humanity due to Turkestan
your actions incompatible Turkish poets made a global call for the

. . . solidarity with the people of Eastern
Wlth human dlgnlty! , , Turkestan, and for the People’s Republic of
China to apologize to the Eastern Turkestan

people and all of humanity. The joint call was publicized in Turkish, Chinese, and English.

They warned countries, international organizations associated with the United Nations, and global
rights groups under pressure from Chinese lobby groups who remain silent in the face of this
systematic “ethnic and cultural genocide” in Eastern Turkestan.

The Main Theme of the Call: “Ethnic and Cultural Genocide”

The poets demanded that the People’s Republic of China cease its undertaking of an “ethnic and
cultural genocide” directed at Uyghur, Kazakh, and Uzbek Muslims since 1949. The call highlighted
rights violations under China’s persistent “sinicization policy” which have been reported by
international rights groups. It also underlined the issues of the imprisonment of intelligentsia,
prohibition on having more children, and holding persons not attending “mandatory propaganda
courses” in “secret detention centers”. Moreover, the poets also voiced their opposition to the
“torture” inflicted on innocent men, women, children, and babies.

The first its kind from poets to the People’s Republic of China, the call also pointed out that 500
thousand people in Eastern Turkestan were killed; that a systematic process of forced assimilation
has been going on; that the freedom of belief has been precluded; that places of worship were
seized; and that education in Uyghur in schools was banned.

Is it possible to remain silent in the face of such flagrant violations of the human rights with which
people are born and struggle for? Unless the heartbreaking cry of Eastern Turkestan is heard,

can humanity rise from where it has fallen? These were the questions the poets posed, and replied
with a resounding “No!” in the face of what is happening.

“Where there are people, there is poetry. The aim of poetry is to advocate for all human values
regardless of religion, language, race, class, or gender,” they said.
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Poet Mustafa Ruhi Sirin, President of Turkey’s Children’s Foundation,
and Spokesman of the World Children’s Embassy, stated his views
regarding this call:

“The world order has been struggling within a despair spiral, and has not been able to resolve the
human rights violations of the fi the 21st century. Turkey’s poets urge all of humanity to stand up
against all incidents where human integrity and innocence are being destroyed through violations
of rights. We hope that all poets of the world make their voices heard for the sake of global
brotherhood and well-being everywhere, and especially in Eastern Turkestan where there is an
attempt to kill.”

This call for Eastern Turkestan, signed by 88 poets, has been delivered in Turkish, Chinese, and
English to international media, organizations under the United Nations, human rights organizations,
and various embassies and representatives in Turkey.

Poets From Turkey Call For Global Solidarity With Eastern Turkestan

Mustafa Akar, Hasan Akay, Gokhan Akgicek, Hiseyin Akin, Yusuf Alper, Glinel Altintas, Zeynep Arkan,
Gokhan Arslan, Bahtiyar Aslan, Arif Ay, Mehmet Ayci, Ali Aycil, Mustafa Aydogan, Nihat Hayri Azamat,
Alaettin Bahgekapil, Mehmet Bas, Atif Bedir, Yasar Bedri, Stireyya Berfe, Kamil Esfak Berki, Seref Bilsel,
Abdiilkadir Budak, Ridvan Canim, Veysel Colak, imdat Demir, ihsan Deniz, Nurettin Durman,

Yusuf Dursun, Bettil Diinder, Anmet Efe, Mustafa Baki Efe,Ali Emre, Omer Erdem, Haydar Ergiilen,
Siddik Ertag, Mehmet Ocaktan, Mustafa Okkeg Evren, Nurullah Geng, Gagn Giirel, Hakan Giizeldere,
Gilseli inal, Adil izci, Arife Kalender, Esref Karadag, Mustehir Karakaya, ismail Karakurt, Hidayet Karakus,
Mualla Katip, Hiseyin Kaya, Bilal Kemikli, Cem Kertis, Hakan Keysan, Hicabi Kirlangig, Cahit Koytak,
Mustafa K&z, Sakir Kurtulmus, Muhsin Macit, Ahmet Mercan, Salih Mercanoglu, Mehmet Narli,

Sadi Oguzhan, Cengizhan Orakgl, Mustafa Ozcelik, Adnan Ozer, Nazim Payam, Kenan Sanalioglu,
Melek Ozlem Sezer, Murat Soyak, Ozlem Maya Kilincarslan (Sézbilir), Muhsin ilyas Subasi, Esat Senyuva,
Tacettin Simsek, Mustafa Ruhi Sirin, Ramazan Teknikel, Orhan Tepebas, Adem Turan, Engin Turgut,
Serkan Turk, Mustafa Ugurum, Nurgul Ulu, A. Ali Ural, Ozcan Unli, Atakan Yavuz, Bestami Yazgan,
Mavisel Yener, Ahmethan Yilmaz, H. Salih Zengin, Mevlana idris Zengin.
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